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MANUSS. PILLAI

Delivers the key note address on Sruthi's 21st Annual Day. Born in
Mavelikkara and raised in Pune, he is now an internationally
acclaimed author and historian. Since the award winning debut
book on ‘The House of Travancore' in 2015, his books have
redefined popular and influenced critical discourse on Deccan
Sultans, Indian Maharajahs and Hindu Identity. His ingrained
Indian (and Malayali) sensibility and inculcated world view foster
fresh outlook on dated notions and obscure facets of the rich
Indian history. An alumnus of Ferguson College, Pune and King's
College, London, his extensive working with MPs in India and the
UK, his ‘engaging style of prose’ and his ‘telling a good story’ make
him one of the finest historians in India’.
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SMRITHILAHARI

Our young dancers and seasoned singers bring to life the song
adaptation, for Sruthi, of Smrithilahiri penned by O N V Kurup and
composed by K P Udayabhanu. The poetic and musical richness
encapsulate Kerala's natural beauty, seasons, traditions and arts. A
cultural journey through the bittersweet nostalgia and the
emotional connection to homeland.
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GEETHA PADMAKUMAR

Performs on the Sruthi stage. The renowned
Kuchipudi dancer, teacher, and choreographer
from Kerala began her Kuchipudi journey under

the guidance of Kalamandalam Mohana Thulasi,
who played a pivotal role in nurturing her found-
ational skills and facilitating her special training
under the legendary Guru Padmabhushan Vempati
Chinna Sathyam. She has performed on prestigious
stages worldwide, captivating audiences with her
grace and expertise. As the founder of Paadam
School of Kuchipudi, she is dedicated to teaching
and inspiring the next generation of dancers. - - |
Her acclaimed dance productions, Radhe Shyam*

and Ramanatakam, reflect her passion for blending:
tradition with creativity.
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ECHOES OF FREEDOM

This solo contemporary Bharatanatyam performance unveils
Britain's post-colonial amnesia and reclaims India’s history of
freedom fighting. Through evocative storytelling and intricate
movements, narratives of the empire are challenged and that on
Indian identity redefined. A compelling journey of memory,
resilience and reflection!
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CHITRAVARNANGAL

A musical tribute, honouring the enduring legacies of two cultural
icons, whose works continue to touch our hearts and minds.
Unfolding in two segments: the first celebrates the soulful voice of P
Jayachandran, with a selection of his cherished hits over the years;
the second shines a light on the brilliance of MT Vasudevan Nair,
featuring songs from films he scripted, reflecting on his mastery at
storytelling. Music and poetry intertwine, honouring the profound
and lasting influence of the two late legends in the world of music

and cinema. _.,j](@m(asms'cﬂ(fa

af)Mio  DLIQISIGSIOS @oaNEIEBIW ©6NE G@RMOYLY  (IOIEHSIOS
MVoRIAIMGUB  @RYEEINHUIOMNESH@IN (U] MVUTIMMVo o,  @TR3S
RINODIT DEIWISTTING RINNIWEBONY 8@} allsl adlg 1omedBY3.
®6N200BINODI@  af)o.Sl af)MM AOI(IGIEWIOS @RLIG@I@ olloam
al@eengloal  MIMEBBUS. MUl MOl BIQII
BHHIBODIEMBE] DD ANV (AIDIBHSIOS HILIOHOD @RGIaleanzom
aUWIMEOOD @REEIL6IM},

IVORY THRONE

Sruthi in-house theatre stages Ivory Throne, Manu Pillai's tale of the
intricate power dynamics in relationships amidst historical forces in
the Travancore Royal Family, set against the familial backdrop of
Sethu Lakshmi Bayi and Sethu Parvathi Bayi. Matrilineal succession
and power struggles strain their maternal connection, plunging
them into venomous rivalry. Their lives reflect their kingdom's
greater dilemma of being poised between tradition and modernity
and the complexities of evolving gender roles. The story reminds us
of how ambition, vengeance, and obligation shape the destiny of a
dynasty, resonating across centuries and shifting social
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13:00

14:00

14:05

15:20

15:35

16:20

16:35

17:20

18:15

19:00

19:30

20:20

20:30

Parasparam

Prelude

Smrithilahari

Inauguration
Keynote address
Manu S. Pillai
Dance

Echoes of Freedom

Interview.
Manu S. Pillai

Dance
Sivasakthi

Tea break

Music
Chithravarnangal

Kuchipudi

Geetha Padmakumar

Interview

Geetha Padmakumar

Play

Ivory Throne

Postlude

Curtain call
Vote of thanks

Dinner



TICKETS

Member Adult*
Member Child**
Non-member Adult
Non-member Child**

*Applies to non-member student
**5-15 years

KEEP CONNECTED WITH US
@ Sruthirekha magazine

P AR T
&b https://www.sruthionline.com

For tickets please contact:
@ sruthiexcom@gmail.com
@ 07925 736388
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